
 

Northern, Eastern and Western Devon Clinical Commissioning Group 

South Devon and Torbay Clinical Commissioning Group 
 
This commissioning decision was adopted by the above organisations on 1

st
 April 2013, 

having been originally agreed by the previous commissioning organisations (Cornwall and 
Isles of Scilly PCT, Devon PCT, Plymouth Teaching PCT and Torbay Care Trust). 

     

 

Peninsula Health Technology Commissioning Group 

 
 

Commissioning decision: Sativex
® 

oromucosal spray for 

treatment of spasticity in multiple sclerosis 

 
 

The Peninsula Health Technology Commissioning Group (PHTCG) has come 
to a decision on the use of Sativex® oromucosal spray in the treatment of 
spasticity in multiple sclerosis. This treatment will not be routinely 
commissioned. 

 
 

Rationale for the decision  

 
 

Trial evidence for Sativex® shows that there is only a small difference in the 
proportion of patients receiving Sativex® who achieve a clinically significant 
response compared with patients receiving placebo. However, the PHTCG 
recognised that Sativex® is intended for a patient group who have not 
responded to other anti-spasticity agents and for whom there are few other 
treatment options. Randomised controlled trial evidence which includes a trial 
period reflecting the manner in which Sativex® is licensed for use in clinical 
practice is limited to one trial. Data on quality of life collected directly from 
patients in this trial shows an improvement in quality of life in patients who 
responded to Sativex® during the trial period.  
 
The manufacturer of Sativex® collected the quality of life data using the EQ-
5D tool used nationally to assess quality of life benefits in relation to cost of 
medicines. The manufacturer has priced Sativex at a cost which does not fall 
within the range usually considered to represent value for money to the NHS 
for the benefit it delivers even when the manufacturer’s pay-for responder 
scheme is incorporated.  This makes the improvement in quality of life 
produced by this treatment poor value for money to the NHS.  
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Guidance notes on exceptionality  

 
 

Where the circumstances of treatment for an individual patient do not meet 
the criteria described above exceptional funding might be sought.  

In reaching its decision the Peninsula Health Technology Commissioning 
Group considered evidence from trials conducted in patients with at least 
moderate spasticity which was not responsive to other anti-spasticity agents. 
Sativex® is intended to be used in addition to the patient’s current anti-
spasticity medication. 

The licence for Sativex® requires that patients undergo a four week trial period 
and should only continue treatment if they achieve a clinically significant 
response. This was taken account of in reaching the decision.  

 
 

Plain language summary 

 
 

Patients with multiple sclerosis who have spasticity which is not responsive to 
oral anti-spasticity agents have few other drug treatment options. Sativex® 
has been shown to have an effect on spasticity symptoms in some patients 
who try it.  Information on quality of life collected directly from patients with 
multiple sclerosis shows that Sativex® improves the quality of life of patients 
judged to have responded adequately to it during an initial four week trial 
period.  
 
The manufacturer of Sativex® collected the quality of life data using a 
measure that is used nationally to determine whether treatment benefit offers 
good value for money to the NHS. However, the manufacturer has set a price 
for Sativex® which means that the improved quality of life for patients would 
represent poor value for money for the NHS.  

 

 
Date of decision review meeting: 26th September 2012  
Date published: October 12th 2012 
 


